
World History on Three Pages 
 

DATES PERIOD 1  
(TO 600 BCE) 

PERIOD 2  
(600 BCE – 600 CE) 

PERIOD 3  
(600-1450 CE) 

UNIT 
TOPIC 

Technological and 
Environmental 

Transformations 

Organization and Reorganization of 
Human Societies (Classical)  

Regional and 
Interregional 

Interactions(Post-
Classical) 

CIVILIZ/ 
EMPIRES/ 
NOMADIC 

PEOPLE 

-Mesopotamia 
(Sumerian, Babylon), 
Tigris and Euphrates 
River, 
ziggurats,  cuneiform, 
Hammurabi Code 
-Phoenicians 
(alphabet) 
-Egypt-Nile River, 
Hieroglyphics, 
Pyramids, Pharaohs 
(seen as gods) 
-Nubia, Kush, Axum 
(south of Egypt) 
-Mohenjo- daro and 
Harappa in the Indus 
River Valley, sewars, 
planned streets  (no 
written language) 
-Shang in the Yellow 
River (or Huang He) 
Valley, pictographs 
-Olmec 
Mesoamerica,Big 
heads,glyphs 
Chavín in Andean 
South America 
-Hyksos(chariots), 
Hittites(iron weapon  

-Southwest Asia: Persian empires ( 
Achaemenid, Parthian, Sassanid) 
-East Asia: Qin (Shi Huangdi, Great 
Wall)  and Han (Civil Service Exams, 
Han Wudi) 
-South Asia: Mauryan(Ashoka-
tolerance, spread of 
Buddhism)and Gupta (Golden 
Age, brought down by White 
Huns) 
-Mediterranean region: Phoenicia 
and its colonies, Greek city-states 
and colonies, and Hellenistic and 
Roman E.(Augustus Caesar, 
Roman Law, Roman Tables), 
beginning of Byzantine Empire 
-Mesoamérica: Teotihuacan, 
Maya city- states, Andean South 
America: Moche, North America: 
Chaco and Cahokia, reasons for 
rise and fall of empires 

-Byzantine Empire cont. 
(Justinian 527 CE) and 
Kievan Rus, revise 
Roman Laws 
-Islamic World 
(Muhammad,Caliphates 
Umayyads, Abbasid, 
beginning of Ottoman) 
-Africa- (Bantu 
migrations cont., Mali, 
Zimbabwe, expansion of 
trade) 
-East Asia (Sui -Grand 
Canal), Tang, Song 
(footbinding),Yuan 
(Mongol), Japan-
feudalism 
-South Asia (Delhi 
Sultanate) 
-Western Europe after 
Rome (Charlemagne, 
Feudalism, Serfdom 
Crusades, Renaissance 
-Mongols (1206 CE-
Genghis Khan, Kublai 
Khan, Khanates)  
 -Americas 
(Mississippians, Toltecs, 
Aztecs, Incas-mit’a), 
Vikings (long ships) 

OTHER 
MAJOR 

DETAILS 

Paleolithic  (hunter-
foragers)-fire 
egalitarian, kinship 
group, clans, tribe 
Compare: hunter 
forager to farming 
lifestyle 
Neolithic Revolution 
(cause and effects)-
8000 BCE (10,000 
years ago) 
Farming vs. 
Pastoralism  
Beginning of 
Civilizations (River 
Valleys etc)  
Characteristic of 
Civilizations: 
-social classes (social 
stratification) 
-division of labor, 
government 
-monumental 
architecture 
-religion (shamanism, 

-cont. of Hinduism (dharma, karma, 
samsara, moksha), Caste System, 
Judaism, Zoroastrianism 
-Buddhism(4 Noble Truths, 
Reincarnation, Nirvana, Eightfold Path, 
spread of, division into 
Theravada(original),Mahayana(salvation-
E.A) 
 -Daoism (harmony with nature, Yin-
Yang, act, by not acting, go with the flow) 
Confucianism ( Filial Piety, 5 
relationships) 
-Legalism (Shi Huangdi-Qin dynasty, 
dictator) 
Rise (32CE) and Spread of Christianity 
(Gospels, Heaven/Hell, Forgiveness,Jesus, 
Constantine 312) 
-Buddhist/Christian monasteries (role for 
women) 
Greco-Roman Philos (Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle) 
-Jewish Diaspora from Rome  
Hellenism (Alexander the Great) 
Trade Routes: Mediterranean Trade, 
Eurasian Silk Roads, Trans-Saharan 

-Rise (622 CE) and 
Spread of Islam:Dar al-
Islam, Al-Andalus 
(Spain, preserved 
Greek, Science for the 
West), Sunni v. Shia  
-Great Schism 1054 CE 
(Roman Catholic and 
Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity split) 
-Spread of Buddhism to 
EA, Zen-syncretic with 
Daoism, Neo-
Confucianism (syncretic 
with Buddhism), trade 
routes expanded by 
Mongols (caravanserai 
and laws protecting 
traders) and  spread of 
Islam (Sharia law 
protecting merchants)- 
banking(paper money, 
bills of exchange, credit) 
-new maritime 
technology (better 



animism, ancestor 
veneration, beginning 
of Hinduism,  and 
beginnings of 
monotheism-Judaism 
(10 command, 
Abraham, Old Test) 
Zoroastrianism 
-theocracy, Mandate 
of Heaven 
-technology-wheel, 
plow, pottery, 
metallurgy, woven 
textiles 
 -deforestation, over 
farming, overgrazing, 
patriarchy, writing, 
regional trade. law 
codes 

caravan routes , Indian Ocean Sea Lanes 
-Technology/Agriculture improv-saddle, 
stirrup, Dhow ship with lanteen sail, 
monsoon wind knowledge, Qanat 
irrigation-Persia 

compass, astrolabe, 
larger ship design) 
-Inca Road system, 
Hanseatic League( N. 
Europe), Grand Canal 
(Sui, China) 
-trade/religion spread 
by missionary/ 
merchant  
-Ibn Battuta, Marco 
Polo, Xuanzang  
Technology-printing, 
gunpowder, Muslim 
scholarship, camel 
saddle, chinampa, waru 
waru, terracing, horse 
collar, three field 
rotation Diffusion of 
food and disease 
(bananas, champa rice, 
bubonic plague aka 
black death 

 

 
DATES PERIOD 4 

1450-1750 CE 
PERIOD 5 

(1750-1900 CE) 
PERIOD 6  

(1900-PRESENT) 
UNIT TOPICS Global Interactions Industrialization and 

Global Interactions 
Global Change and 

Realignment 
CIVILIZ/ 

EMPIRES/ 
EVENTS/ 

MOVEMENTS 

-Western Europe 
(Protestant Reformation, 
30 Years War, Nation-
States) Americas-
Columbian Exchange, 
Colonization/ Old 
Imperialism  
-Africa (Songhai, 
European Contacts, 
Slave Trade) 
-Russia (Ivan III, Ivan 
IV, Peter, Catherine) 
-Islamic Gunpowder 
Empires: Ottomans-
capture Constantinople 
1453 (Sunni), Safavids 
(Shia, Persian 
influences), Mughals 
(South Asia) 
-China (Ming and 
Qing/Manchu) 
-Triangular 
Trade,Mercantilism, 
Silver Trade 
-Columbus, Zheng He, 
Pr. Henry 

Europe and Americas 
(Enlightenment, 
Nationalism, 
Revolutions-American, 
Haitian, French  
-Latin American 
Independence 
Movements (Simon 
Bolivar, Jose de San 
Martin-mostly 1820s 
-Industrial Revolution 
(causes and effects), 
starts in Great Britain 
(know why), spread 
to  US, Russia, Japan, led 
to Urbanization,  
-Ottomans-Tanzimat 
reforms 
-Russia-try to modernize 
factories and roads 
-Italy and Germany 
(unification and 
nationalism) 
China (Qing/Manchu, 
Opium War, Spheres of 
Influence of Europeans, 
Self-Strengthening) 
Japan (Meiji Restoration 
after Commodore Perry) 
Egypt-Ali modernized 
cotton textile industry 
-New Imperialism 
(colonization of Africa, 
Asia-for markets, 
resources, cheap  labor) 

World War I -1914-
1918(alliances, causes, 
effects) 
-Collapse of land based 
empires-Ottoman, Russia 
and Qing, Russian 
Revolution-1917 
(Communism, 5 Year Plans) 
InterWar Years (Great 
Depression, New Deal (US) 
Radical Right (Fascism-
Germ, Italy, Spain, Japan), 
World War II 1939-
1945(War in Europe and 
War in Pacific) 
alliances/causes/effects 
Cold War-1945-1991 (effects, 
UN, Containment, Korean 
War, Vietnam War, Soviet 
Invasion of Afghanistan, Bay 
of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis, 
US Neo-Colonialism cont. 
Capitalism v. Communism 
Nationalism and 
Decolonization (Algeria, 
Africa Ghana, Kenya, India 
(partitioned into India and 
Pakistan), Vietnam 
- Green Revolution, 
Commercial  Agriculture 
-Globalization/Global trade  
-Palestinian/Israeli Conflict  



OTHER 
MAJOR 

DETAILS 

-cash crops in Americas 
(sugar, tobacco, rum) 
-Joint-Stock Companies 
(BEC) 
-Technology-caravel 
ship, Spanish Galleon, 
cartography, magnetic 
compass 
-Sufism-Spread of Islam 
-Syncretic Religions 
(Vodun, Santeria, Virgin 
of Guadalupe, Sikhism) 
- frontier settlements in 
Russia, chattel slavery, 
encomienda, indentured 
servitude, cont  mit’a 
-silk, porc (China), 
cotton (India) 
- Daimyo/Japan, 
Zamindars/ Ottom, 
Boyars/Russia (all  lose 
power)-architecture-Taj 
Mahal, Palace of 
Versailles, mosques 
-art-Ottoman miniature 
paintings, Confucian 
rituals, Qing imperial 
portraits-divine right, 
human sacrifice (Aztec) 
Social-Viceroys, 
peninsulares, creoles, 
mestizos, mulattoes-
burea elites-civil exam, 
Samurai, Ottoman 
devshirme 

Enlight. Docs-Dec. of 
Indep, Fr. Dec Rights of 
Man, Bolivar’s Jamaica 
Letter 
-Social Darwinism 
(White Man’s Burden) 
 Berlin Conference-
divided up Africa 
-Economics-Adam Smith 
(capitalism), John Stuart 
Mill, stock market, 
limited liability 
corp,  Gold Standard, 
Insurance, Marxism 
(Karl Marx), Socialism, 
Communism, Liberalism  
-U.S. Neo-Colonialism in 
Latin America ( Mexican 
War, Spanish-Am War, 
United Fruit Company 
- Immigration (who, 
where, resistance to) 
-Technology-steam 
engines, combustion 
engine, factory, railroads, 
steamships, telegraph, 
canals 
-Social changes-
expansion of suffrage, 
docs. by women- public 
schools, pensions, new 
classes (middle and 
industrial working class, 
slave resistance, abolition 
of slavery,smaller 
families, gender role 
changes, end of serfdom, 
improved medical/food 
led to incr pop. 
-Resistance to 
colonization-Cherokee 
nation, Zulus, 
independent states in 
Balkans, 1857 Sepoy 
Rebellion, Boxer 
Rebellion, Ghost Dance, 
Xhosa Cattle Killing 
--Internal Rebel-Taiping 
Rebellion against Manhu, 
Marathas against the 
Mughal Sultan 

- Medical Advances-polio 
vaccine, antibiotics, artificial 
heart 
-Poverty diseases-Malaria, 
Tuberculosis, Cholera 
-New diseases-1918 Flu , 
Ebola, HIV/AIDs 
-changing lifestyle disea-
diabetes, heart, alzheimer 
-Communism in China (Mao 
Zedong, Gr. Leap For, Cult 
Revol) 
-Climate Change, 
Greenpeace, Earth Day 
-Right of Women Feminism, 
birth control, right to vote, 
education 
-Tiananmen Square Protest 
for democr-China 1990s 
- Iranian Revolution-1979, 
overthrew Shah, Ayatollah 
Khomeini,  Rise of Islamic 
Fundament.. 
-Planned Economies 
(Nasser/Egypt, Nehru/India, 
Nyerere/Tanzania 
-Rise of Terrorism (IRA, 
ETA, Al-Qaeda, ISIS) 
-Free Market Reforms 
(1970s and 80s-Pres Reagan, 
Margaret Thatcher (UK), 
Deng Xiaoping (China), 
Gorbachev (USSR) 
-Genocide (Armenian, 
Holocaust, Cambodia, 
Bosnian, Rwanda, Sudan) 
-Intern org.-League of 
Nations, UN 
- IMF, WTO, MNC, EEC, 
NAFTA, ASEAN, Univ 
Declar Human Rights 
-Anti-Apartheid. Civil 
Rights Movement (US) 

 


